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e. g.y when the report states a matter of axiomatic knowl-
edge (darurah^) or when it is believed on grounds of reason.1

Various conditions must be met before a report may be
classed as mutawdtir. Only three of these are considered
necessary (sahlh) and are as follows:2

(a) The number of the reporters must be large enough
to preclude ordinarily ('adah) an agreement among them to
spread a false report*    Some attempted to fix a minimum
varying from as low as 4 up into the hundreds.    According
to one view, the number required varies with the character
of the reporters, as well as the content of the report; the
number therefore need not be large, since even the report
of a single person, such as a prophet, may engender positive
knowledge; moreover, the report of a religious leader may
be worth more than that of 10,000 people, e. g., if the latter
pretended to report concerning God.    It is exactly on this
account, the upholders of this view go on to say, that the
mutawdtir has been defined by some doctors (tnuhaqqiqun)
as the report of those who cannot ordinarily be lying,
whether one or more.   This view is confirmed by what is re-
lated of al-Pazdawi, namely, that he, at one time, considered
as mutawatirs reports originally transmitted by single Com-
panions, but later spread and reported by many.4    Accord-
ing to the Kashfr> " the number is not confined to any
definite figure, but the mere fact that a number inspires
knowledge is a sufficient test of its adequacy . . . the proof
that the number is not confined to any one figure is that we
consider " a report as mutawdtir without actually determin-

1 Shawkani, p. 44.

2 Tech. Diet, loc. cit.
* Cf. Kashff p. 681.

4  Pazdawi's later opinion is the one according to which the

has been first defined.

5 P. 681.